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Mountaineering journals
La Montagne et Alpinisme, 1968. February. Trollryggen Directissime Nord is
a new French first ascent of great class in arctic Norway. Twelve days on the
face, jumar clamps, American pitons, a panoply of modern equipment and
techniques. This cliff is reputed to be the tallest vertical face in Europe.
Nobody is going to disbelieve this after reading Claude Deck's article, which
to add to its excellence has a summary (Considerations generales) of much
use to reviewers and the general reader. I cannot think why such a summary is
not found more often. Reinhold Messner asks 'What does Grade VI mean ?',
and concludes that panic pitons are only planted by people who should not
be there anyway and that the skill of an alpinist is inversely proportional to his
use of pitons. The Alpine Club was saying something along these lines a few
years ago. In 'Chronique Alpine', an account of the first ascent of Le Linceul
in January 1968 by Desmaison and Flematty; this is the ice-wall to the left
of the Eperon Walker and of incredible difficulty. The Bonatti Pillar on the
Dru is now being called the 'Autoroute du Sud'.

April. Jean Bourgeois describes the Polish-French expedition to the Hindu
Rush in 1966. Trapped by avalanche and snowfall on Shingeik Zom
(7291 m) 'L'Echappee' is a gripping account of how one of the party escaped.
Those in search of unfrequented corners in the Alps should try Valgaudemar
in the Dauphine. The picture on p 268 is the most dramatic I have seen in
Alpine mountaineering. It shows a climber on the North face of the Droites
in a powder snow avalanche, hanging on the front claws of his crampons on a
seventy per cent ice-slope.

June. Gugliermina Face Sud evokes happy memories for anyone who has
been lucky enough to climb that delectable buttress. But Piero Nava's article
is about a winter ascent, quite a different story. Rather purple for British tastes,
it still makes good reading. Bernard Amy and his party from Aix-en-Provence
travel 4000 km across Europe to climb the North-west face of Schtc.hurowsky,
in the Caucasus. This they achieved in nine hours, against a Russian average
ascent of three days! The Picos de Europa are described in an interesting article
which should tempt climbers to this remote corner of Northern Spain.

October. 'Alpinisme et Evolution' investigates intelligently the problem of
changing standards in mountaineering and in sport. Joe Brown is there, with
Mummery, Welzenbach, Cassin, and Bonatti, amongst the great masters-as
he should be. Bernard Amy relates a failure on the East face of FitzRoy in
dreadful conditions, and Charles Laporte an epic ski tour across the Pyrenees
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from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic: not much help offered on the problem
of equipment, however. 'To each his truth in the light of his own experience.'

'Chronique Alpine', which no up-to-date climber can afford to miss, remains
one of the best features of this journal. In this number is an account of the first
ascent of the North-east pillar of the Eiger (between the North face and the
North-east face) by a Polish team with three bivouacs. Hamish Nicol

Les Alpes, 1968 No 1 An interesting account by Willy Auf der Maur of the
Salbitschijen West ridge over the Salbit towers, illustrated with some splendid
photographs. Hans Schoch has an article 011 that famous and difficult classic,
the Pilier Schleier on the Cima della Madonna. Unfortunately some of the
photographs lack the clarity, a common occurrence when dealing with dolomite
rock, which can be achieved on other rock formations. The Swiss 1966 expedi
tion to Greenland has a good coverage, is well illustrated and has a compre
hensive map of the route taken.

A detailed and informative description of the sandstone climbing ground of
'Suisse Saxonne' makes interesting reading. The poor quality of the rock; the
strict code of climbing honour; the difference in techniques and grading
together with an apparent acceptance and indifference to numerous falls.
However one has to climb what is available, and a code regulating indiscrimin
ate pegging on very friable rock is acceptable. The photographs are good, but
they clearly show that many climbers still hold to the fallacy that helmets are
for stonefall only and not for protection in the advent of a leader falling, which
is more than common here.

For the ski-mountaineer there is an account by Hans Sommer of a traverse
through the mountains south-west of Monte Viso with three good photos
showing the typical terrain covered.

No 2 Ernst Freimann writes of a week in the Julian Alps, and WaIter Miiller
recalls the joys of climbing the Jungfrau over the Rottalgrat in 1936. A very
readable and instructive account, a pleasant change to hear of a good old
classic. Ceylon, a far shot from the Jungfrau, has a write up but this area is
somewhat too remote to hold much interest for the majority of readers. Nearer
to home, the coastal range of mountains in Yugoslavia running from Ljubljana
to Dubrovnik is covered in an article by Mirko Markovic together with a map
and photograph.

No 3 Climbing in the Hoggar and on Piz Linard, though far apart, makes good
reading. The photographs of the former are very impressive. For the Alpine
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mountaineer there are at least five articles of interest. The first winter ascent
of the Piz Badile North-east wall by Michel Darbellay; the North wall of the
Blanche de Perroc, a splendid ice climb, by Maurice Brandt and the account
of Fritz Hermann's solo ascent of the Matterhorn West face on 17 September
1929. Joseph Savioz writes of the new variation on the Aiguille du Midi North
wall, an alternative to the Frendo route involving some very steep and difficult
ice climbing. It is a pity when the other accounts are so well illustrated that
there is no photograph to show this climb. Finally Maurice Brandt writes of a
bolt route in the Jura and quite rightly upholds the argument that bolts are
justified when used to open up splendid climbs which otherwise could not be
started. He quotes such examples as the Aiguilles du Midi and Dru.

No 4 Romy Christoffel describes his experiences in climbing the Peuterey
ridge to Mont Blanc; one of the greatest ridge climbs in the Alps. Ad. Zellweger
writes about climbing in Canada and Rene Dittert has a good article on the
mountains and climbing in Turkey. Both accounts have excellent photographs
but the map reproductions in the latter are not easy to follow. Edouard Brique's
account of his ascent of Elbruz makes interesting reading.

Apart from the pure climbing aspect, the remainder of the four numbers is
taken up by topics of general mountain interest, covering a wide field. A good
deal of space, as usual, is directed to areas of interest outside the Alps.

Jeremy Talbot

Osterreichische Alpenzeitung, 1968. In the January number, S. Meier gives an
account of the German Spitsbergen expedition of 1964-5 which was centred on
the Kongsfjord area of West Spitsbergen. Expedition doctors will be interested
in Dr K. Kubiena's article on expedition medicine, which is technical and
detailed and includes a list of the recommended medicines and equipment.
The longest article is the continuation of Hubert Peterka's historical survey of
the Olperer, that magnificent mountain in the Zillertal Alps (see F. S. Smythe's
Over Tyrolese Hills). There are diagrams of all the routes on the mountain.
Though the Olperer-Fusstein traverse will probably remain the favourite for
most people, the West Pillar route of Baumgartner and Brankowsky (1946)
looks good, and so does the Gr. V route ofthe North-east face (1910 !). It would
be interesting to know whether this has had a British ascent.

MarfApr W. Frey and T. Triibswetter contribute a detailed survey of the
Central Afghan Hindu Kush, with a map and bibliography. A useful drawing
together of discoveries by the numerous expeditions there have been to this
area recently.
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May/June G. Gruber 'Kundfahrt nach 1 ordost Chitral'. Brief but with
details of times, distances and prices (see also A.J. 73· 55).

July/Aug The increasing attention being paid to North America by climbers
is reflected in H. Adams Carter's survey of mountains in Alaska, Canada and
the D.S.A. Mentions major routes and grades.

Sept/Oct The new routes in the Wilder Kaiser 1957-68 are listed by Dr Emil
Gretschmann. Some descriptions have appeared in A lpinismus , but a trans
lation of the list and the brief article which accompanies it would be a valuable
addition to current British climbing notes-in,the A.C. G. Bulletin, for example.
We are far too insular about the Eastern Alps, particularly the rock-climbing
areas. Dipl-Ing. Dr E. Kosmath contributes an article on protection and
protective gear from ropes to helmets, which is in fact an extensive world
bibliography of the subject: very technical, but useful to anyone working on the
subject. H. Adams Carter surveys the American climbing scene, 1967, in
cluding ascents in Peru.

Nov/Dec Fritz Wiessner, well-known expatriate of the club, living in the
D.S.A., contributes an account of the Canadian A.C. Centennial Expedition
to the Yukon, 1967. WaIt Unsworth

Der Bergsteiger, 1968 The journal of the b.A.V. has the admirable trait of
never forgetting that the majority of its readers are more interested in the
Wetterstein than the Himalaya, and that a new ascent in the Dachstein is of
more immediate relevance than one in the Hindu Kush. It therefore remains
in every sense an Alpine magazine-even, some might say, an East Alpine
magazine.

A number of interesting short series appeared throughout the year, including
'Climbers on Climbers' in which a well-known climber writes a pen-portrait
of another well-known climber-Luis Trenker on Paul Preuss (Sept) and
Comici (Dec), Norbert Nau on Julius Kugy (Get) and especially, perhaps,
Heckmair on Rebitsch (Nov). Another series deals with climbing outside the
Alps, yet still within possible dreaming distance of the readers: thus Dr H.
R6hl writes about Spain (Mar), Hans Thoma on Turkey (May), Dr A. Cernik
on the Tatra (Sept), W. Kellermann on the Atlas (Get), and a very full account
of Norway by Horst Thur (July and Aug).

Among the general articles Gerd Siedhoff describes the first winter ascent of
the Doldenhorn East ridge (Jan) and Hias Rebitsch discusses the 'snowmen'
of Himalaya and Andes (June). A piece from Bonatti, 'Fate on the Freney
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Pillar' deals with the well-known tragedy of 1961-it marks the German
publication of the late Andrea Oggioni's Die Hiinde am Fels.

All this is good reading. Some lists come in, too, useful and interesting. In
the May number there are details of a practical high-level route through the
Allgauer; in July a list of the easy, glacier-free 3000 m peaks, and in December,
Dyhrenfurth's Himalaya Chronik for 1967-the only concession to the world
of greater mountaineering, and probably sufficient for most tastes.

The illustrations, as always, are plentiful and striking. The Grossbild feature,
though it does not always come off, sometimes produces magnificent results
notably the picture of the Triolet in the August issue. Anyone interested in
climbing photography might study the picture taken by Josef Ritz during a
snowstorm on Mont Blanc (July). WaIt Unsworth

A lpinismus , 1967-8. In attempting to review such a detailed and informative
mountaineering publication it is difficult to know where to start and what to
include. As each separate item and article is of such interest it is impossible to
pick and choose; therefore the only course is to try and give an overall picture
of the journal.

For up-to-date information on new routes, whether in the Eastern of Western
Alps, it must rank as one of the best sources. Naturally there seems to be a
predominance for the Eastern Alps, but this must follow, there being far more
scope in this vast complex area of rock climbing. To a certain extent climbs on
the great peaks are limited to the natural and safest lines, but with modern
rock techniques new climbs of ever increasing difficulty are constantly forth
coming, especially in groups as the Kaiser. Great detail is always paid to all
important winter ascents.

Apart from climbing in the more familiar fields of the Alps detailed research
has been done in hitherto relatively unknown areas such as Norway and Yugo
slavia. The former is constantly in print with great emphasis on such extreme
climbs as the Trolltind North wall. Climbing gardens have speci~l attention
and this information is always useful. Britain has her share with the Old Man
of Hoy and North Wales, the latter to give examples of VIo routes. The subject
of grading has been well dealt with. This issue becomes increasingly more
complex and the publication sensibly calls for some form of standardisation,
understandable and acceptable to all climbers from any nation.

With the ever increasing vigour and ardour for more difficult and 'impos
sible' routes, techniques of safety and mountain rescue must keep abreast.
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Alpinismus always keeps to the forefront in this field with constant attention
to improving safety measures in all aspects of mountaineering, from hill walk
ing to the Vlo and ski-ing. As well as subjective dangers, objective ones are
well covered and one special article is devoted to lightning, its dangers and
the best ways to avoid electrocution. This is really very useful for all those
who stand the chance of being caught out in such weather.

The personal portrait sections always make for good reading, especially when
dealing with such legendary figures as Hermann Buhl and Matthias Rebitsch.
Usually they are known for their climbs alone, and it is always pleasant to
learn more personal knowledge of them.

Alpinismus must rank as foremost among motmtaineering publications. It is
a mine of information; its presentation and photographs are excellent and
should be of considerable interest to all those who wish to keep up to date with
the modern world of mountaineering. Jeremy Talbot

New Zealand Alpine Journal, 1968. The Mount Herschel expedition, in the
Antarctic, led by Hillary, opens this issue of the N.Z.A.J.; Norman Hardie,
Bruce Jenkinson and Peter Strang deal with different aspects of the trip (cf.
A.J. 73· 173)· Dave Cooper and others write of the Cordillera Carabaya
expedition organised from New Zealand in 1967: pulmonary oedema hit the
party and future climbers ai"e-warned that 'it is extremely likely that the same
disorder will occur' in regions where it is becoming normal to fly in (as is
increasingly popular even in New Zealand), owing to the absence of the longer
walk-in that used to provide training (see also p 140 above).

'Mountain Sublimation', by Peter Marsh, deals with the opportunities that
exist for Australian climbers in the Snowy Mountains of New South Wales.
Dave Masson, a familiar name in N.Z. climbing, writes briefly both of work
during the Rennick Glacier expedition (Antarctica) in 1967-8, and also of
climbing in the Yosemite Valley. 'European Tales', by Murray Jones, and
'British Climbing in the Alps, 1958-67', by Colin Taylor, explain themselves;
and there are nearly seventy pages descriptive of climbing in New Zealand.
Jim Wilson writes on 'The Religion of a Mountaineer' and relates the sense of
awe that lies at the heart of religion to the same feeling that he finds is basic to
our enjoyment of mountaineering. A profile of Charles Evans, by Norman
Hardie, contains a welcome tribute to our own President.
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Canadian Alpine Journal, 1968. Most of this volume is appropriately devoted
to the Yukon Centennial Expedition. This has already been summarised in
A.J. 73. 18 and we will not comment further on this very interesting record
beyond commending it strongly to all interested in the area.

Sierra Club, California: Ascent, May, 1968. Two groups of photographs will
strike readers of Ascent; four of Canadian peaks (Howser Towers; Bugaboo
East face; Mount Robson; Snowpatch Spire) and five of climbing in Britain,
by Ken Wilson, of which Lighthouse An~te (Anglesey) and Shrike (Cloggy)
are specially effective. Dave Seidman writes of Mount McKinley Direct South
face, with one of Bradford Washburn's notable pictures to show the route.
An article by the late Robin Smith is reprinted from the S.M.C.J. of 1960,
Yvon Chouinard has an illustrated article on ice technique. 'A Climber's
Guide to Mount Shasta', by Steve Roper, and a number of notes on high-grade
rock climbs, Yosemite and elsewhere, round off this issue. The present number
of Ascent is well up to the first in the quality of its illustrations.

Sierra Club Bulletin, 1966~8. The Sierra Club can be trusted to keep a watchful
eye on the conservation of the wilderness-the national parks and open spaces
of America, but it is depressing to read of the threats to scenic wonders such as
the Grand Canyon, or the magnificent Redwood Forests (what remains of
them) on the Pacific Coast. The illustrations are splendid and one must wish
the Sierra Club all success in its stand to preserve natural beauty.

A1ountain, Nos I and 2, January and March 1969 (U.K. 22S, overseas 25s
or $3, for six issues, post free: 102A Westbourne Grove, London W2).
This magazine supersedes JVIountain Craft, following the merger of the
Mountaineering Association and the Youth Hostels Association. Edited by
Ken vVilson, who has handled the change-over since early 1968, it promises
very highly as a thoroughly up-to-date, well-designed and well-illustrated
large-format magazine. A particularly important feature is the programme of
special articles: 'Wilson's reviews of Patagonia (Mountain Craft, autumn 1968)
and British climbing since the War (Mountain, January and March 1969)
are expected to be followed by further articles on Greenland and Yosemite
which should prove valuable in drawing together in a condensed space much
interesting material scattered through the various journals. The new magazine
is far more international, far more personalised, far more expert and generally
better, than previously. This is all the more commendable given the small
resources and stiff competition which a commercial magazine on a two
monthly schedule faces.

26
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Oxford Mountaineering, 1968. Alpine routes described here include the Char
moz-Grepon traverse (T. Phelps-Brown) and the High Level Route 0.
Wilkinson). Miss B. Yarker deals briefly with a visit to the Atlas Mountains,
and A. B. Lovins with the New England Mountains, a region likely to be little
known to British mountaineers. Otherwise, the essays deal mainly with severe
British routes; Coronation St (Cheddar) and, for those not having the titles
firmly placed in their minds, a rather bewildering succession of climbs in
areas not always too clearly specified-Vertigo, Plexus, Tensor, Vector,
Hangover, Gogarth, Syringe, The Big Groove, and others.
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